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Gian Paolo Barbieri has been one of the greatest protagonists of

Italian prêt-à-porter and fashion photography. His painterly

sensitivity to set design, hair, and makeup catches the attention of the

international fashion elite. His works have been published in Vogue

America, Vogue Italy, Vogue Paris, L'Officiel, GQ, and Vanity Fair,

among others.

The Italian environment in which he has developed his aesthetic is

fundamental to his creativity.

In his images, we can see an innate talent for architecture, design, and

decoration, as well as a vein of surrealism and academic references,

treated with irony. His photography gives form to his fantasies,

adventures, love for theater and cinema, as well as his personal

experiences of travel and life.
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Gian Paolo Barbieri



Born in the heart of Milan in 1935 to a family of textile wholesalers,
Barbieri took his first steps in the arts as a theater actor and set designer
before moving to Paris in 1958, where he joined the famous Harper's
Bazaar photographer, Tom Kublin, as assistant. In 1962, he opened his first
studio in Milan.

Barbieri's commercial campaigns helped define the creative voice of
fashion for renowned brands such as Gianni Versace, Valentino, Giorgio
Armani, Gianfranco Ferré, Yves Saint Laurent, and Vivienne Westwood
during the 1970s and 1980s.

In the 1990s, Barbieri began his anthropological research in tropical
countries such as Madagascar, Seychelles, and Tahiti, maintaining a balance
of forms and movement while combining reportage with the glamour of
fashion photography.

Named one of the fourteen best fashion photographers in the world by
Stern magazine in 1968, he has recently reaffirmed this title by winning an
honorary Lucie Award in 2018 as Best International Fashion Photographer,
in addition to being recognized as a Lombard Artist (Rosa Camuna) by the
Lombardy Region. His works have been exhibited at the Palazzo Reale in
Milan, the Victoria & Albert Museum, the National Portrait Gallery in
London, the Kunsforum in Vienna, the MAMM in Moscow, the Erarta
Museum of Contemporary Art in St. Petersburg, and the Musée du quai
Branly in Paris. His works are also part of prestigious art collections such as
Nicola Erni Collection and Pinault.
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Biography



The Gian Paolo Barbieri Foundation is a cultural institution 

established by him in 2016, operating in the visual arts sector. It 

aims to promote the artistic legacy of its Founder, his 

photographic works, and his artistic-creative activities, as well as 

to advance historical and contemporary photography and 

various forms of cultural expression.

The primary purpose of the Foundation is the conservation, 

protection, management, acquisition, archiving, cataloging, 

authentication, and promotion of the archive and works of its 

Founder, with the intention of disseminating photographic 

culture.

Additionally, the Foundation engages in activities related to the 

education of young people in collaboration with universities and 

academic institutions, offering internships, workshops, and 

training activities aligned with its social objectives
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EXHIBITIONS
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-In Viaggio, 29 Arts in Progress Gallery, Milan 2017
-My name is style, 29 Arts in Progress Gallery, Milan 2018
-Photo London, Somerset House, London 2018
-L’estetica della ribellione – Il Sessantotto, Fondazione Gian
Paolo Barbieri, Milan 2018
-Fashion an Fiction, Nizhny Novgorod, Russia 2019
-Photo London, London 2019
-Polaroids and more, 29 Arts in Progress Gallery, Milan
2019
- Photo Basel, Basilea 2019
-The Familes of Man, Muse Archelogico regionale, Aosta
2021
-A brilliant epoch. Italian fashion of the 80s – Alberta
Tiburzi, MAMM, Moscow 2021
-E/MOTION. La moda in transito, MoMu, Anversa 2021
-Vogue Paris 1920 – 2020, Palais Galliera, Paris 2022
-Gian Paolo Barbieri – Fuori dal tempo, Naples 2022
-Gian Paolo Barbieri: Unconventional, 29 Arts in Progress
Gallery, Milan 2022/2023
-Gianni Versace Retrospective, Groninger Museum,
Groningen 2022/2023
-Gian Paolo Barbieri, Nicola Erni Collection – Steinhausen
ongoing
-Gian Paolo Barbieri. Oltre, Forte di Bard, Bard 2023/2024

-Shots of Style – Victoria and Albert Museum, London 1986
-Gian Paolo Barbieri e la moda 1964 - 1986, la Rinascente, Milan 1986
-Vogue 1964 – 1994, La Triennale, Milan 1994
-Gian Paolo Barbieri – Tahiti Tattoos, galleria Photology, Milan 1998
-Eleganza e passione: un viaggio nella bellezza italiana, galleria Giò
Marconi, Milan 2000
-A History of Fashion – galleria Photology, Milan 2002
-Innatural, La Triennale di Milano, Milan 2005
-Gian Paolo Barbieri – Palazzo Reale, Milan 2007
-Fashion and Ethnographic Photographs, Paul Smith Space, London
2008
-Oceani, Galleria G&B, Flero 2008
-Rassegna di fotografia – Omaggio a Gian Paolo Barbieri, Bologna 2009
-Exotica, Clic Bookstore & Gallery, New York 2010
-Fotografie – Gian Paolo Barbieri, Wave Photogallery, Brescia 2012
-Dark Memories, Sotheby’s gallery, Milano,
-Le opere vietate. Dark Memories, Galleria D’arte Photology, Milano
2013
-La Seduzione della Moda – centro Saint-Bénin, Aosta 2014
-Fashion and Fiction MAMM, Moscow 2015
-Gian Paolo Barbieri – Il regista della moda, Palazzo Corvaja, Taormina
2015
-Fashion and Fiction – Zarya-Contemporary Art Center – Vladivostok
2016
-Di Moda. Fotografie 1950 – 2000, MACO, Brescia 2017
-Occhio, Cuore e Mente, 29 Arts in Progress Gallery, Milan 2016

Gian Paolo Barbieri has been featured in the following exhibitions:
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69

FOTOGRAFIA

ltre è il titolo della grande retrospet-
tiva che il Forte di B ard dedica al 
fotografo G ian Paolo B arbieri: 112 
fotografe, di cui 88 inedite, che spa-
ziano dagli anni 60 agli anni 2000, 
per ripercorrere la carriera di un ar-
tista che ha sem pre cercato, per sua 
stessa am m issione, di «andare al di là 
della pura apparenza, per ritrovare la 
connessione con ciò che ci circonda».

L a m ostra, realizzata in collabo-
razione con la Fondazione G ian Pa-
olo B arbieri di M ilano, è curata da 
E m m anuele R andazzo, C atia Z uc-
chetti e G iulia M anca. 

C’è tem po fno al 3 m arzo 2024 
per recarsi all’im bocco della Valle 
d’A osta, in un luogo che, per sua stes-
sa natura, rappresenta un vero e pro-
prio invito ad am pliare gli orizzonti.

A bbiam o raggiunto il m aestro 
della fotografa per approfondire in-
siem e il nuovo progetto espositivo che 
lo vede protagonista, all’età di 85 anni. 

Il prim o incontro con la m oda lo 
ha avuto nell’infanzia, essendo nato 
in una fam iglia di grossisti di tessu-
ti. Poi ha m aturato una sensibilità 
fotografca unica, contribuendo alla 
defnizione del prêt-à-porter italia-
no. Può raccontarci il suo rapporto 
con i grandi designer dell’epoca?
B eh devo dire che W alter A lbini, 
Valentino e io abbiam o contribuito 
alla creazione del prêt-à-porter ita-
liano e con A rm ani e gli altri abbia-
m o fatto sì che la m oda italiana 
avesse una risonanza anche al di 
fuori dei suoi confni. In particolare 
con Valentino e A rm ani, antagonisti 
fra austerità ed edonism o, ho sem pre 
condiviso la passione per il bello 
seppur da angolazioni diverse. A ve-
vam o tutti la voglia di cam biare 
qualcosa. A rm ani l’ho incontrato per 
caso negli anni 70, nella hall di un 

grande albergo di R om a in occasio-
ne di una sflata di alta m oda. I no-
stri sguardi erano diversi, il suo ele-
gantem ente discreto, il m io elegan-
tem ente estroverso, m a siam o co-
m unque riusciti a incontrarci e a 
realizzare lavori bellissim i insiem e. 
Tra noi c’era anche un legam e di 
am icizia che ci ha portato a condi-
videre m om enti pure al di fuori del-
la m oda, com e un viaggio a C orfù. 
R icordo con im m enso piacere quan-

do abbiam o portato in salvo un asi-
nello abbandonato su un isolotto in 
m ezzo al m are. C on Valentino ho 
dato libero estro alle m ie “follie”, 
senza alcun freno. R icordo quando 
abbiam o inventato la copertina dop-
pia per Vogue Italia. Insiem e abbiam o 
raggiunto tappe im portanti per la 
storia della m oda italiana. U no dei 
ricordi più belli risale al 1967: m i 
trovavo a R om a nel suo atelier in-
tento a progettare la cam pagna per 
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Più di cento IMMAGINI per lo più inedite. È una MOSTRA 
da mettere in AGENDA quella al Forte di Bard dedicata 
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FASHION

The fashion section featuring Gian Paolo Barbieri’s

photography encompasses works spanning from the 

late 1950s to the 2000s.

His involvement in fashion photography began with 

commissions from prestigious magazines, providing

Barbieri with the opportunity to unleash his

creativity. Within these publications, he crafted

scenarios reflecting influences drawn from cinema, 

art, and literature.

Jerry Hall in Vivienne Westwood, London 1997 
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Audrey Hepburn in Valentino, Rome 1969 Catherine Noyes, Interview, Milan 1986
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Vivienne Westwood, London 1997 Anjelica Huston per Valentino, Milan 1972
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Irina Pantaeva in Vivienne Westwood, Londra 1998 Amica, Seychelles 1984
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Aly Dunne in Gianfranco Ferré, Milano 1992 Elle, Milano 1997
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Veruschka, Vogue Italia, Milano 1975 Vogue Spagna, Tunisia 1994
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Tree Allen, Sue Smithers e Kathy Quirk in Genny by Gianni Versace, 
Cortemilia 1978

Tree Allen, Sue Smithers, Dalma Callado in Genny by Gianni 
Versace, Milano 1978
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Sander's by Gian Marco Venturi, Milano 1978 Ann Andersen in Monsoon by Gian Marco Venturi, 1979

6



Technical information – Fashion

NUMBER OF ARTWORKS: 65

SIZE OF IMAGES ( INCLUDING FRAMES) :

60 x 70 cm / 70 x 80 cm / 80 x 80 cm / 80 x 100 cm

INSURANCE VALUE: € 400,00 x work, only for the exhibition print 

LOAN PERIOD: 4 month (setting up and dismantling including)

AVAILABILITY: from 2026

The archive, that own more than 1 million shots, collects analogue material 6x6, 6x7, 6x9, 35 
mm, polaroid and plates from which it is possible to create ad hoc exhibition print for an exhibition or 
to make a selection from the vintage prints available.
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ETHNIC and FLOWERS

Uovo Aepyornis, Madagascar 1997
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The "Ethnic" and "Flowers" sections featuring Gian 
Paolo Barbieri's photography encompass works 
ranging from the 1980s to the mid-2000s.
Continuously exploring the connection between
humanity and its traditions, its roots, Barbieri 
reaches a point where the fashion world seems
"claustrophobic" to his vision.
He feels the urge to discover a reflection of reality 
devoid of prejudices, within which he can freely
express his artistic vision, feeling like a traveler and 
explorer of diverse cultural facets.
By escaping and seeking refuge in distant places 
from his origins, Gian Paolo Barbieri delves into
close encounters with the people of the South Seas
and the very essence of these lands, resulting in a 
fresh perspective on reality.
He provides a testament to certain civilizations, 
depicting their unique customs and traditions of the 
past in an authentic yet deeply personal manner.



Madagascar, 1997 Silent Portraits, Seychelles 1989
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ETHNIC



Tahiti Tattos, Tahiti 1989 Tahiti Tattos, Tahiti 1989
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Agave sisalana, Madagascar, 1994 "Hotel Sambirano", Madagascar 1994
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"Pietonage", Madagascar, 1994 "Brotherhood", Madagascar, 1994 
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Madagascar, 1997 Camaleonte (Brookesia Micra), Madagascar 1996
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Makoa, Madagascar 1994 Makoa, Madagascar 1994
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Tahiti, 1989 Roonui, Robinet d'amour, Tahiti 1989
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FLOWERS

Spathiphyllum Milan, 2013
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Orchidea, Milan 2013 Orchidea, Milan 2003
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Spathiphyllum Milan, 2013 Fiscella, Seychelles 1999
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Ibiscus, Seychelles 2002 Frangipane, Madagascar 1994
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Fiore di Banano, Seychelles 2002 Black Anturium, Milano 2005
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Calla, Milano 2004 Frangipane, Madagascar 1994

12



Technical information – Ethnic & 
Flowers

NUMBER OF IMAGES: 29 for Ethnic category; 6 for Flowers category

SIZE OF IMAGES ( INCLUDING FRAMES) :

60 x 70 cm / 70 x 80 cm / 80 x 80 cm / 80 x 100 cm

INSURANCE VALUE: € 400,00 x work, only for the exhibition print

LOAN PERIOD: 4 month (setting up and dismantling including)

AVAILABILITY: from 2026

The archive, that own more than 1 million shots, collects analogue material 6x6, 6x7, 6x9, 35 
mm, polaroid and plates from which it is possible to create ad hoc exhibition print for an exhibition or 
to make a selection from the vintage prints available.
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© All the photographs are property of Gian Paolo Barbieri 
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